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Katharine to the political needs of their country.
Katharine, young- as she was, understood that
she was being sent to a far country amongst
strangers as much an ambassador as a bride,
but she from her birth had been brought up
in the atmosphere of ecstatic devotion that sur-
rounded her heroic mother, and the din of battle
against the enemies of the Christian God had
rarely been silent in her childish ears. So, with
shining* eyes and a look of proud martyrdom,
Katharine bade the Queen a last farewell, turned
her back upon lovely Granada, and through the
torrid summer of 1501 slowly traversed the desolate
bridle-roads of La Mancha and arid Castile to the
green valleys of Galicia, where, in the harbour of
Corunna, her little fleet lay at anchor awaiting
her.
From the 2ist of May, when she last looked upon
the Alhambra, it took her nearly two months of
hard travel to reach Corunna, and it was almost a
month more before all was ready for the embarka-
tion with the great train of courtiers and servants
that accompanied her. On the I7th Augfust 1501
the flotilla sailed from Corunna, only to be stricken
the next day by a furious north-easterly gale and
scattered ; the Princess's ship, in dire danger, being
driven into the little port of Laredo in the north
of Spain* There Katharine was seriously ill, and
another long delay occurred, the apprehension that
some untoward accident had happened to the
Princess at sea causing great anxiety to the King
of England, who sent his best seamen to seek
tidings of the bride. The season was late, and
when, on the 26th September 1501, Katharine ag-aiq